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CURRENT STATE REQUIREMENTS SD
• Codified Law 13-28-7.1

• “Any child entering school or an early childhood program in this 
state, shall, prior to admission, be required to present to the 
appropriate school authorities certification from a licensed 
physician that the child has received or is in the process of receiving 
adequate immunization against”



How Many States Do NOT Require 
Hepatitis B Immunization  for school 
age children?

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

https://www.slido.com/powerpoint-polling?utm_source=powerpoint&utm_medium=placeholder-slide
https://www.slido.com/support/ppi/how-to-change-the-design




South Dakota School Requirements
• Poliomyelitis
• Diphtheria
• Pertussis
• Rubeola
• Rubella
• Mumps
• Tetanus
• Meningitis
• Varicella



History of School Vaccinations

• School vaccine requirements began as a smallpox control measure and 
evolved into a core public health tool. 

• The legal basis is old, stable, and repeatedly upheld. Jacobson (1905) 
established the public health authority; Zucht (1922) applied it to schools.

• The modern expansion of school requirements was driven by measles 
outbreaks and evidence that enforcement works. 

• Today’s school-entry rules are best understood as public health 
infrastructure, not paperwork for paperwork’s sake. The CDC explicitly 
describes them as tools for maintaining high coverage and lowering disease 
rates.



EXEMPTIONS
“As an alternative”
  Certification from a licensed physician stating the 

physical condition of the child would be such that 
immunization would endanger the child's life or 
health; or:

 A written statement signed by one parent or 
guardian that the child is an adherent to a religious 
doctrine whose teachings are opposed to such 
immunization.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
September 4, 2025

HHS Reinforces Religious and 
Conscience Exemptions from 
Childhood Vaccine Mandates



What religion prohibits vaccinations?
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Religious Exemption
• Christian Science: 

• Disease is a spiritual phenomenon. 
• Do not strictly forbid vaccines.  Exemptions requested to rely on 

their faith-based healing practices.
• Dutch Reformed Congregations: 

• Beliefs similar to Christian Science.
• Some traditional members object on the grounds that vaccines 

interfere with "divine providence“
• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 

• Have supported childhood vaccination for over 30 years



Religious Exemption
• Catholic Religion:  

• Concerns related to the use of cells used from aborted fetuses.
• Cloned cells have been used from two abortions in the 1060s.
• No vaccines contain the actual tissue of aborted fetuses.

• Islam/Jewish Religion:  
• Concerns regarding vaccines containing pork gelatin/animal derived 

products 
• No opposition to receive vaccines



RELIGIOUS EXEMPTIONS IN SD
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Vaccine Child Survey Results Summary

•1834 households in South Dakota were surveyed 
with 372 responding

•92-93% of students up to date for required 
kindergarten vaccines

•91% of students up to date with required 6th grade 
vaccinations.

Data Source: Population Health Evaluation Center, South Dakota State University. January 2025. Funded by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (Award Number NH23IP922581).



VACCINE HESITANCY

Data Source: Population Health Evaluation Center, South Dakota State University. January 2025. Funded by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (Award Number NH23IP922581).



VACCINE HESITANCY

Data Source: Population Health Evaluation Center, South Dakota State University. January 2025. Funded by 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (Award Number NH23IP922581).



CHILDREN ENTERING KINDERGARTEN
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SOUTH DAKOTA VACCINE TRENDS
96 96 96

94

95 95

93

94 94

92

93 93

91 91 91

90 90 90

DTaP Polio MMR Polio MMR DTaP Polio MMR DtaP Polio MMR DTaP Polio MMR DTaP Polio MMR

2019-2020 2020-2021DTaP 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025

Pe
rc

en
t o

f C
hi

ld
re

n 
Va

cc
in

at
ed



SCHOOL VACCINATIONS & PUBLIC HEALTH
Three Most Important Public Health Achievements:

Clean Water
 

Access to HealthCare

Vaccinations



SCHOOL VACCINATIONS & PUBLIC HEALTH

World Health Organization Estimates:

 Vaccines prevent 
4-5 million deaths 

per year



SCHOOL VACCINATIONS & PUBLIC HEALTH

Impact of Vaccines; Health, Economic and Social Perspectives Charlene M C Rodrigues 1,2, Stanley A Plotkin 3,*

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%22Rodrigues%20CMC%22%5bAuthor%5d
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%22Plotkin%20SA%22%5bAuthor%5d


SCHOOL VACCINATIONS & PUBLIC HEALTH

HEALTH
 
 
 
 

Herd Immunity
Eradicate Infectious Disease
Reduce Infectious Disease Morbidity and Mortality 

Prevent Cancer
Prevent Antibiotic Resistance
Reduce Diseases that Complicate Vaccine 

                     Preventable Diseases



SCHOOL VACCINATIONS & PUBLIC HEALTH

Economic Impact
Cost Savings
Productivity Gains/School Attendance
Minimize the Impact on Families
Cost Effective Preparedness for Outbreaks



•SOCIAL
Equity of Healthcare
Strengthen Health and Social Care 

Infrastructure
Impact of Life Expectancy and 

Opportunity





Christopher Hanisch
4/5/1972-10/1/1984



School Vaccinations vs. State Legislatures



School Vaccinations vs. Elections



Implications 



QUESTIONS?
• Denise Hanisch, MD

• denise.Hanisch@state.sd.us
• https://doh.sd.gov/health-data-reports/data-dashboards/school-immunization-dashboard/

Thank You!

mailto:denise.Hanisch@state.sd.us
mailto:denise.Hanisch@state.sd.us


carmen@SDFamiliesForVaccines.org

Carmen Toft
Director, SD Families for Vaccines

Thank You!

@SDFamilies4Vax

Follow Us:

Stay informed!

SDFamiliesForVaccines.org
Learn more about our work:

Sign up here for email 
updates

mailto:carmen@SDFamiliesForVaccines.org
https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/
https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/updates
https://www.sdfamiliesforvaccines.org/updates
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