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Heather Adair, RN

Heather Adair, RN, is a registered nurse at Woodrow Wilson Keeble Memorial Healthcare Center

in Sisseton, where she serves as the pediatric nurse team lead and clinical immunization correspondent.
In her role, she leads pediatric care coordination and works closely with pharmacy and clinical teams

to support vaccine management, education, and adherence to CDC and ACIP guidelines.

Heather is deeply engaged in community-based immunization efforts, partnering with tribal
programs and public health initiatives to promote vaccine awareness through outreach, education,
and local events. She also supports staff training, ensures up-to-date vaccine information and
schedules, and leads immunization competency efforts within her facility.

Prior to her current role, Heather worked with the South Dakota Department of Health as
a vaccine coordinator for the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program. She is passionate about
advancing childhood immunization and improving health outcomes in her community.

Jenna Auch, RN

Jenna Auch, RN, is a public health nurse with Davison County Community Health in Mitchell, where

she has served since 2012. In her role, she leads immunization efforts, reviews and administers vaccines,
and coordinates local public health initiatives, including serving as leader of the Davison County
Immunization Coalition and coordinator of the community’s Point of Distribution (POD).

Jenna brings extensive experience in community health, including prenatal and breastfeeding
education, WIC services, tuberculosis case management, and school health screenings. A certified
lactation consultant, she is passionate about patient education and improving access to preventive
care for families across her community.

With a strong foundation in nursing leadership and collaboration, Jenna also contributes to
statewide efforts through the Public Health Nursing Immunization Workgroup and plays a key
role in training and mentoring staff.

Amy Dee, RN

Amy Dee, RN, is a speaker, comedian, and former psychiatric nurse who brings a unique blend
of humor and clinical insight to her work. Drawing on her background in nursing, business ownership,
and performance, she delivers engaging presentations focused on resilience, mindset, and behavior.

Amy combines storytelling, music, and practical strategies to help audiences navigate challenges
and improve how they live and work. Her experience includes leading a nonprofit organization,
building a successful business, and nearly a decade as a psychiatric nurse, where she was
repeatedly nominated for Nurse of the Year.

A dynamic and sought-after speaker, Amy has also appeared as a guest expert on television
and is the author of several books. Her approachable and engaging style helps audiences
connect with complex topics in meaningful and memorable ways.




Margo Free, MD

Margo Free, MD, is a pediatric infectious disease physician at Sanford Children’s Hospital in Sioux Falls.
She provides specialized care for children with infectious diseases and works closely with families and
providers to support prevention and treatment.

Dr. Free earned her medical degree from the University of South Dakota, completed her pediatric
residency at Central lowa Health Systems in Des Moines, and her pediatric infectious diseases fellowship
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center. She returned to South Dakota in 2023 to serve her home state
and is passionate about educating physicians and families on vaccine-preventable diseases.

Bruce Gellin, MD, MPH

Bruce Gellin, MD, MPH, is an infectious disease specialist, epidemiologist, and global public
health leader. He serves as an adjunct professor of medicine in the Division of Infectious Diseases
at Georgetown University School of Medicine and as a senior advisor to Georgetown University’s
Global Health Institute. He also contributes to the Vaccine Integrity Project at the University of
Minnesota’s Center for Infectious Diseases Research and Policy (CIDRAP).

Dr. Gellin has held senior leadership roles across government, philanthropy, and global health
organizations, including serving as Senior Vice President and Chief of Global Public Health Strategy
at the Rockefeller Foundation and as the inaugural President of Global Immunization at the Sabin
Vaccine Institute. Earlier in his career, he spent more than a decade at the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, where he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health and Director of the
National Vaccine Program Office, leading national vaccine policy and pandemic preparedness efforts.

Throughout his career, Dr. Gellin has focused on translating evidence into action to strengthen
immunization systems, improve access to vaccines, and support global and domestic responses
to infectious disease threats.

Denise Hanisch, MD

Denise S. Hanisch, MD, is the Chief Medical Officer for the South Dakota Department of Health,
bringing decades of experience in rural and emergency medicine across the region. A board-certified
family physician, she has provided comprehensive care in clinic, hospital, emergency, and long-term
care settings, with a strong focus on serving rural communities and leading multidisciplinary care teams.

Dr. Hanisch has held numerous leadership roles, including President of the South Dakota State
Medical Association, where she advanced physician leadership, policy, and advocacy at both the
state and national levels. Her career reflects a deep commitment to improving access to care,
strengthening healthcare systems, and supporting providers through education and collaboration.

She earned her Doctor of Medicine from the University of South Dakota School of Medicine
and remains actively engaged in clinical education as an associate clinical professor.
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Sarah Harrington, MSN, RN

Sarah Harrington, MSN, RN, is an infectious disease nurse and primary vaccine coordinator at
Sanford Children’s Specialty Clinic in Sioux Falls. With a background in pediatric critical care and
a Master of Science in nursing in nurse education, she brings both clinical expertise and a strong
focus on patient and provider education to her work.

Sarah is deeply engaged in advancing immunization practices, having led a comprehensive quality
improvement project to reduce missed vaccination opportunities and improve vaccine workflows across
care teams. She is also an active vaccine advocate, serving as a district ambassador with South Dakota
Families for Vaccines and contributing to statewide advocacy efforts.

Recognized as a 2025 Florence Nightingale Award recipient and Vax Champ graduate,
Sarah is passionate about strengthening immunization systems, supporting providers,
and improving access to vaccines for children and families across South Dakota.

Sara Hicks, PharmD

Sara Hicks, PharmD, MBA, is the immunization coordinator for Lewis Drug and Lewis Family Drug
pharmacies, where she leads immunization strategy, education, and program implementation
across the organization. In this role, she develops policies and procedures aligned with CDC
and ACIP recommendations, coordinates large-scale vaccination efforts—including seasonal and
community-based clinics—and supports pharmacy teams with ongoing education and training.

With a strong background in long-term care pharmacy operations and clinical consulting, Sara
has played a key role in expanding access to vaccines in both pharmacy and community settings.
Her work includes building partnerships with healthcare providers and community organizations
to increase vaccination opportunities beyond traditional settings.

Sara is a recognized leader in immunization efforts, named a 2024 South Dakota Immunization
Champion by the Association of Immunization Managers. She also serves on the board of Immunize
South Dakota and is an active member of the South Dakota Pharmacists Association.

Shelby Johnson, RN

Shelby Johnson, RN, is a nurse manager with Horizon Health Care, where she supports
operations and clinical teams across fourteen medical sites. With a decade of experience
at Horizon, she has served in both clinic and float nursing roles, bringing a strong
understanding of patient care and system-wide coordination.

Shelby earned her nursing degree from the University of South Dakota and is
committed to supporting high-quality care delivery and strengthening clinical
operations across rural healthcare settings.




Noah Louis-Ferdinand

Noah Louis-Ferdinand is the Communications Coordinator at Voices for Vaccines, where he leads the
organization’s storyteller program and manages its social media presence. In this role, he works to amplify
trusted voices and share meaningful, community-centered stories that support vaccine confidence.

In addition to his communications work, Noah is an actor and improviser with Planet Ant in Detroit.
Drawing on both his interview experience and performance background, he brings a thoughtful
and engaging approach to communication and public engagement.

Stacy Nelson, RN

Stacy Nelson, RN, is a Clinical Care Leader at the Sanford Infectious Disease and Travel Clinic

in Sioux Falls, where she has served since 2019. With nearly three decades of nursing experience,
Stacy has built a strong foundation in patient care, care coordination, and clinical leadership across
a variety of healthcare settings.

Prior to her current role, she served as a hospitalist nurse coordinator and held leadership
and clinical roles within Sanford Health, including clinic nurse manager and cardiovascular nurse.
Her career reflects a deep commitment to patient-centered care and team-based healthcare delivery.

Stacy earned her Bachelor of Science in nursing from Bethel College and continues to
contribute to clinical excellence through ongoing training and leadership, including recognition
as a Sanford Brand Ambassador.

Andrea Polkinghorn, BSN, RN

Andrea Polkinghorn, BSN, RN, is the Lead Immunization Strategist for Sanford Health, where
she leads immunization strategy across a large network of medical centers and clinics. In this
role, she provides oversight and guidance to ensure consistent implementation of immunization
best practices, supports staff education, and leads quality improvement efforts to strengthen
vaccine delivery and program effectiveness.

Andrea is also actively engaged in statewide leadership, serving as Board President of Immunize
South Dakota and as Vice Chair of the Sioux Falls Board of Health. Through these roles, she helps
guide strategic priorities and advance collaborative efforts to improve immunization across South Dakota.

She holds a Bachelor of Science in nursing from South Dakota State University and is passionate about
supporting providers and communities with clear, evidence-based information to improve vaccine
confidence and access.
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Victoria Standley

Victoria Standley is an Immunization Program Specialist at Sanford Health, where she leads
enterprise-wide immunization initiatives to improve vaccine access and support clinical teams across

a large, multi-state health system. In this role, she oversees programs such as the Vax Champ vaccine
education initiative, manages grant-funded efforts to expand access, and collaborates with public health
partners, coalitions, and industry stakeholders.

With more than 18 years of experience in healthcare and public health, Victoria brings a strong
background in program management, strategic planning, and partnership development. She is
passionate about advancing health equity and supporting providers and communities through
education, advocacy, and quality improvement efforts that strengthen immunization programs.

Kelsey Stoltenberg, RN

Kelsey Stoltenberg, RN, is a Clinical Nursing Supervisor at Sanford Health’s Brookings Clinic, where she
provides leadership and supports high-quality patient care delivery. She brings a strong background in
clinical practice and team coordination, with a focus on improving patient outcomes and care processes.

Kelsey holds a Bachelor of Science in health sciences from South Dakota State University and an associate
degree in nursing from Lake Area Technical College. She is also a graduate of Sanford Health’s Vax Champ
program, reflecting her commitment to advancing immunization knowledge and best practices.

Carmen Toft

Carmen Toft is the Director of South Dakota Families for Vaccines, where she leads advocacy efforts to
protect and expand access to immunizations across the state. In this role, she works with partners and
community members to advance policies and initiatives that support vaccine access and public health.

Carmen has served on the board of Immunize South Dakota since 2022, including as vice president,
where she contributes to strategic direction and statewide collaboration. She brings a strong background
in communications and policy, with previous experience at the National Council of Urban Indian Health
and the Community HealthCare Association of the Dakotas, where she supported outreach and policy
initiatives to strengthen community health systems.

Alan Young, PhD

Alan John Young, PhD, is the Chief Scientific Officer at Medgene and a professor of veterinary and
biomedical sciences at South Dakota State University. An immunologist by training, he has dedicated his
career to advancing vaccine development and translating scientific innovation into practical solutions for
animal and public health.

Dr. Young has held academic and research roles at leading institutions, including the Basel Institute for
Immunology and Harvard Medical School, and has been a faculty member at SDSU since 2001. He is a
co-founder of Medgene, where he has led the development of platform vaccine technologies addressing
critical infectious diseases in livestock, companion animals, and zoonotic threats.

A recognized leader in veterinary immunology, Dr. Young has contributed extensively to research,
education, and industry collaboration, and currently serves as chair of the U.S. Animal Health Association
Committee on Biologics and Biotechnology.





