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April 8-9 | Chamberlain, South Dakota

9:00 - 10:00 am Registration

10:00 - 10:10 am
�Welcome & Opening Remarks
Dani Gullickson, Executive Director, Immunize South Dakota

10:10 - 10:55 am

School Vaccine Requirements: Trends, Impacts, & What’s at Stake
Denise Hanisch, MD, Medical Director, SD Department of Health  
Carmen Toft, Director, South Dakota Families for Vaccines

This session delivers an engaging look at where school vaccine 
requirements stand today—and why they matter now more than  
ever. It explores their role as a critical public health protection,  
current requirements in practice, and the impact of declining 
immunization rates and rising exemptions on schools and  
communities. Presenters will also share insights into how policy 
decisions—amid growing efforts across the country to roll back 
requirements—are shaping what’s happening on the ground  
and what’s at stake moving forward.

10:55 - 11:05 am Break/Transition

11:05 - 11:50 am Breakout Block (Concurrent Sessions)

Access & Convenience Outside the Clinic (Panel)
Sara Hicks, PharmD  |  Shelby Johnson, RN  
Jenna Auch, BSN, RN, CLC  |  Heather Adair, RN 
Moderator: Michelle Osborn, MSN, RN

Community-based vaccination approaches that expand access  
and reduce barriers beyond traditional clinic settings.

Frontline Workforce — Making Every Encounter Count
Victoria Standley, Sanford Health

Strategies to reduce missed vaccination opportunities through 
improved workflow and team roles.

Data to Action: Using Local Data to Raise Rates
Andrea Polkinghorn, BSN, RN, Sanford Health

Using immunization data to identify coverage gaps,  
prioritize outreach, and guide practical action.
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Agenda cont.
11:50 am - 12:55 pm

Lunch & Screening of Film, I’m Still Here, Love
Available to in-person attendees only.

I’m Still Here, Love is a powerful film that shares the stories of families 
who lost unvaccinated loved ones to COVID-19, underscoring the 
real-world consequences of vaccine misinformation on communities 
and vaccine confidence.

12:55 - 1:40 pm

Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy & Building Trust
Noah Louis-Ferdinand, Communications Coordinator,  
Voices for Vaccines

This session offers an engaging look at vaccine hesitancy as a 
spectrum shaped by experience and trust. It explores the conditions 
that influence decision-making and the factors that build long-term 
vaccine confidence. Participants will gain practical insight into how 
trust is developed over time and what it takes to support sustained 
confidence in vaccination.

1:40 - 1:45 pm Break / Transition

1:45 - 2:50 pm
Workshops
Available to in-person attendees only.

1A: Vaccine Communication & Confidence
Noah Louis-Ferdinand, Voices for Vaccines

Interactive practice applying communication techniques in real-world 
vaccine conversations.

1B: Vaccine Administration & Safety
Stacy Nelson, RN 
Sarah Harrington, MSN, RN

Hands-on review of vaccine administration techniques, safety 
protocols, and adverse event response.

SD DOH PHNs Proficiency
Northeast Region PHNs

[West Central and Southeast Regions should attend workshop 1A]

2:50 - 3:05 pm Break 

Agenda Continued
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3:05 - 4:10 pm
Workshops
Available to in-person attendees only.

2A: Vaccine Communication & Confidence
Noah Louis-Ferdinand, Voices for Vaccines

- Repeat Session -

2B: Immunization Schedules in Practice
Kelsey Stoltenberg, BS, RN 
Sarah Harrington, MSN, RN

Applied, case-based learning focused on catch-up schedules and 
missed doses (aligned with the AAP child immunization schedule),  
and interpretation of foreign immunization records.

SD DOH PHNs Proficiency
West Central and Southeast Regions PHNs

[Northeast Region should attend workshop 2A or 2B]

4:10 - 4:15 pm Transition

4:15 - 5:00 pm
SD DOH PHNs: Shipcom Training
All Regions

4:15 - 5:00 pm

Maintaining Immunization Efforts Amid Disruption
Bruce Gellin, MD, MPH, Chair, Vaccine Integrity Project, CIDRAP

This session will explore how the immunization policy landscape is 
evolving and the growing role of non-federal partners in supporting 
vaccine guidance. Dr. Gellin will highlight how organizations are helping 
provide continuity, interpretation, and access to reliable information for 
clinicians and public health professionals. Participants will gain a clearer 
understanding of how these dynamics support immunization practice 
and decision-making.

5:00 - 6:30 pm
Networking Social & Celebration of 20 years of HPV vaccine
Available to in-person attendees only.

Agenda Continued
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7:15 - 8:15 am Breakfast Available

8:10 - 8:15 am Welcome Back

8:15 - 9:00 am

Vaccine-Preventable Disease Trends in South Dakota
Margo Free, MD, Pediatric Infectious Diseases,  
Sanford Children’s Specialty Clinic

This session delivers an engaging look at current and emerging 
vaccine-preventable disease trends, and how they relate to  
vaccination coverage levels. Using de-identified patient cases,  
it highlights the connection between coverage gaps and disease 
risk, along with the resulting impact on healthcare systems and 
communities. Participants will better understand how vaccination 
coverage translates into tangible health outcomes and why it  
matters for prevention efforts moving forward.

9:00 - 9:15 am Break / Transition

9:15 - 10:00 am Breakout Block (Concurrent Sessions)

Rural & Clinic-Level Implementation Barriers
Denise Hanisch, MD, SD Department of Health  
Shelby Johnson, RN, Horizon Health

Common barriers to vaccination efforts in rural communities  
and practical strategies clinics and public health teams use  
to maintain and improve coverage.

Frontline Workforce — Making Every Encounter Count
Victoria Standley, Sanford Health

- Repeat Session -

Vaccine Fundamentals for Effective Practice
Margo Free, MD, Sanford Children’s Specialty Clinic

Foundational vaccine concepts—including vaccine  
types, administration routes, and key clinical  
considerations—to support accurate vaccine delivery.

DAY TWO: 8:00AM – 12:15PM

Agenda Continued
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10:00 - 10:15 am Break / Transition

10:15 - 11:00 am

Public Health, Prevention & One Health
Alan Young, PhD, Professor of Veterinary and Biomedical Sciences, 
South Dakota State University

This session delivers an engaging, big-picture exploration of 
prevention, shared responsibility, and the interconnected health  
of people, animals, and communities. It highlights the role of vaccines 
across human and animal health, the reality of prevention without 
immediate gratification, and the importance of communication between 
medical providers, veterinarians, and livestock producers. Participants 
will leave with a shared understanding of prevention as long-term, 
collective work—and why vaccines are central to that effort.

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Resilience: Thriving through Change & Challenge
Amy Dee, RN, Author and Speaker

This session delivers an engaging and energizing look at resilience—
how it is built through challenge, not in spite of it. Through storytelling 
and practical techniques grounded in psychiatric nursing, it explores 
how awareness, perspective, and choice shape how we respond 
to stress, change, and uncertainty. Participants will leave with tools 
to strengthen resilience, focus on what they can control, and build 
confidence in navigating the demands of healthcare.

12:00 - 12:15 pm Dismissal, Door Prizes & Boxed Lunch

Agenda cont.


