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Not all maculopapular rash is measles . . . but 

if we miss a case in the midst of unvaccinated 

individuals . . . we may have just started an 

outbreak!

Two points: increased index of suspicion 

and vaccination



Objectives:

Increase awareness that measles is still a very tangible infectious disease 

condition that requires everyoneôs cooperation to control

Describe the clinical presentation of measles 

Describe core isolation measures for measles in different clinical settings

Understand the implications of measles as a disease and the importance 

of vaccination in its prevention  



Measles

Caused by measles virus which 

is an enveloped RNA virus in the 

genus Morbillivirus and in the 

Paramyxoviridae family

It is otherwise known as Rubeola

First described by Abu Bakr 

Muhammad Zakariyaya Razi

Remains a global health issue

https://www.who.int/news-room/spotlight/history-of-vaccination/history-of-measles-vaccination



Long S, Principles of Pediatric Infectious Diseases 6th ed. 2022



Epidemiology
The only natural host is humans

Transmitted by direct contact of 

infectious droplets and by airborne 

spread

Attack rate is 90% in a susceptible 

individual in close contact setting - one 

of the most contagious

Ro 12-18

Kimberlin, D. et al. Redbook 2021-2024
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