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Housekeeping

• Please ensure your microphone is muted
• Use the chat box to ask questions
• For questions and/or additional support email the coalition at 

info@immunizesd.org

mailto:info@immunizesd.org


A World Without Vaccines…

What Would That Look Like?









Evolution of Vaccine Hesitancy



Vaccine Hesitancy Isn’t New



Vaccine Hesitancy Isn’t New…But it is 
Easier to Share With a lot of People



DISINFORMATION DOZEN

Top 12 spreaders of anti-vaccine disinformation on social 
media.

• 65% of online anti-vaccine content is attributable to 
the Disinformation Dozen

• Profit from selling false cures, books, speaking, etc. 
• As of December 2021, their following was over 59 

million people
• Had increased 877,000 since June 2021

“The Disinformation Dozen: The Sequel - Center for Countering Digital Hate: CCDH.” Center for 
Countering Digital Hate | CCDH, CCDH, 13 May 2022, https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-
dozen-the-sequel/.  

https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/
https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/


Disinformation Dozen Profit from 
Misinformation

Joseph Mercola

Osteopath physician

Sells dietary supplements 
and false cures as 

alternatives to vaccines

Author

Sayer Ji

Runs alternative health 
website – membership fees

Co-founder of Stand for 
Health Freedom – hosts 

events

Rashid Buttar

Osteopath physician

Claims to be board certified 
by several entities,[all of 

which are listed as 
"questionable 

organizations" by 
Quackwatch including:
American Academy of 
Preventative Medicine
American Academy of 
Integrative Medicine
American College for 

Advancement in Medicine

Sherri Tenpenny

Osteopath physician

Book Author

Sells supplements, apparel, 
memberships

National speaker, 

Ty & Charlene Bollinger

Run a network of accounts 
that market books and 
DVDs about vaccines, 
cancer and COVID-19

Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Founder of Children's 
Health Defense

Author

Sells merchandise

Christiane Northrup

Obstetrics and gynecology 
physician

Author

National Speaker

Sells beauty products, 
supplements

Kelly Brogan

Practices  “holistic 
psychiatry”

Sells a range of books and 
courses

“The Disinformation Dozen: The Sequel - Center for Countering Digital Hate: CCDH.” Center for Countering Digital Hate | CCDH, CCDH, 13 May 2022, 
https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/.  

https://counterhate.com/research/disinformation-dozen-the-sequel/


“It’s really easy to scare 
people.  

It’s really hard to unscare
them.” 

Dr. Paul Offit



Perception
“You all said COVID-19 
vaccines would be 95% 
effective in preventing 

disease.  Now we need new 
vaccines and additional 

doses because you all lied.”



Is not getting 100% not 
good enough?

• How many things are 100%?
• Value of Seatbelts: 

• “Most drivers and passengers killed are 
unrestrained.”2

• “Among drivers and front-seat passengers, seat 
belts reduce the risk of death by 45%, and cut 
the risk of serious injury by 50%.”2



Immunizations

Prevent illness

Prevent pain 
and suffering

Prevent time 
away from 

work/school

Prevent 
hospitalization

Prevent death

Keep us, our 
loved ones, and 

our 
communities 

safe



These diseases leave lasting implications 
and not just for the infected individual



“VACCINES ARE 
VICTIMS OF THEIR 
OWN SUCCESS.”

Seth Mnookin



High Immunization Rates = Healthy People 
and Communities 



These Diseases Exist in Other Parts of the 
World



Current Diseases Being Managed
Flu

COVID-19

Monkeypox

HPV

Pneumococcal

Pertussis, Measles, and Chickenpox





6 cases of 
Varicella

1 cases of 
Hep A

1 cases of 
Hep B

4 cases of 
Hib

Current SD Cases of Vaccine Preventable 
Diseases

“Data.” Health and Human Services North Dakota, https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/data.  

https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/data


26 cases of 
Varicella

8 cases of 
Hep A

42 cases of 
Hep B

1 cases of 
Hib

12 cases of 
Mumps

147 cases 
of Pertussis

2019 SD Cases of Vaccine Preventable 
Diseases

“Data.” Health and Human Services North Dakota, https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/data.  

https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/data


Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the U.S. –
Pertussis 



Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the U.S. -
Measles

These numbers were likely down due to the masking requirements 
and social distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic.



Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the U.S. -
Meningitis



Vaccine 
Preventable 
Diseases in the 
U.S. – Hepatitis A
• Per CDC:

• “When hearing about hepatitis A, 
many people think about 
contaminated food and water. 
However, in the United States, 
hepatitis A is more commonly spread 
from person to person.”

• Since March 2017, CDC’s Division of 
Viral Hepatitis (DVH) has been 
assisting multiple state and local 
health departments with hepatitis A 
outbreaks, spread through person-
to-person contact.”



Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the U.S. -
Mumps



Vaccine Preventable Diseases in the U.S. –
mumps cont’d



Vaccine Development



Vaccine Development

• Clinical Trials
• FDA approval

• Vaccines and Related Biological 
Products Advisory Committee 
(VRBPAC)

• FDA licenses a vaccine only if:
• It’s safe and effective
• Benefits outweigh risks 

• Advisory Committee for 
Immunization Practices (ACIP)

• CDC Director has final approval



Post licensure safety 
monitoring

Both FDA and CDC continue 
monitoring
• Vaccine Adverse Event 

Reporting System (VAERS)
• A report to VAERS does not 

mean the vaccine caused the 
issue/symptom/disease

• Clinical Immunization Safety 
Assessment Project (CISA)



Funding/Cost/Coverage



Coverage
All Marketplace health plans and many other 
plans, must cover the following list of 
preventive services without charging you a 
copayment or coinsurance. 

This is true even if the yearly deductible 
hasn’t been met.

• Immunizations



Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program

• Federally funded program that provides vaccines at no cost to 
children (birth through 18 years) who might not otherwise be 
vaccinated because of inability to pay

• The vaccine is not “free”.  The government pays for the vaccine and 
provides it at zero cost to the patient.  

• Administration fee

• Providers need to apply to be a VFC provider and must adhere to VFC 
program requirements



Eligibility

• A child is eligible for the VFC Program if he or she is younger than 19 
years of age and is one of the following:

• Medicaid-eligible
• Uninsured
• Underinsured

• Underinsured means the child has health insurance, but it
• Doesn’t cover vaccines, or
• Doesn’t cover certain vaccines, or
• Covers vaccines but has a fixed dollar limit or cap for vaccines. Once that fixed dollar amount 

is reached, a child is then eligible.

• American Indian or Alaska Native





Vaccines 
Recommended for 
Adults
NIH Article: An Empirical Study of Chronic 
Diseases in the United States: A Visual 
Analytics Approach to Public Health  

Authors: Wullianallur Raghupathi and Viju
Raghupathi

“Chronic diseases are among the most 
prevalent and costly health conditions in the 
United States. Nearly half (approximately 
45%, or 133 million) of all Americans suffer 
from at least one chronic disease [3,4,5], 
and the number is growing.”

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5876976/#B3-ijerph-15-00431
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5876976/#B4-ijerph-15-00431
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5876976/#B5-ijerph-15-00431


Adults
Private Insurance
Medicaid Expansion
Federally Qualified Health Center 
(FQHC)
• Federally funded nonprofit 

health centers or clinics that 
serve medically underserved 
areas and populations. Federally 
qualified health centers provide 
primary care services regardless 
of your ability to pay. 

• Services are provided on a 
sliding scale fee based on your 
ability to pay.



NEW: Medicare Part D Coverage Changes

• Unfortunately, there is no program like VFC to 
ensure access to all recommended vaccines for 
adults

• Some states have an un/underinsured adult 
immunization program

• Win: 
• Effective January 1, 2023 - No cost sharing for 

Medicare Part D 
• No change in which vaccines are covered under 

Medicare Part B vs. D
• RSV vaccine for older adults – Medicare Part D



Access



SOUTH DAKOTA CHILDHOOD VACCINE 
PROVIDERS

https://doh.sd.gov/local-offices/vaccine-providers/
https://doh.sd.gov/local-offices/vaccine-providers/


Retail Pharmacy
• Allows for improved access

• Need to have a Collaborative Practice 
agreement (CPA) from a medical doctor 
or a prescription to administer any 
vaccine other than flu (i.e. standing 
order)

• Not usually a VFC provider

• The youngest age they are allowed to 
vaccinate children is determined by CPA

• Great access option for adults



Immunization Rates

https://doh.sd.gov/family/childhood/immunization/school.aspx




HPV not listed because it is not 
required for school.



HPV Rates Lag in Comparison to Other 
Vaccines Due at the Same Time



CDC NIS Teen Data: HPV UTD



SD HPV Immunization Rates

Age as of 3/7/2022 Percent with 1 dose Percent Complete

9-10 years 1.2% 0.3%

11-12 years 39.9% 13.6%

13 years 58.7% 39.4%

≥ 13 years is catch-up



ISD’s 2 x 10 HPV Project



Adult Immunization Rates vs. U.S.

Immunization SD Rate U.S. Rate

Pneumococcal for High-Risk adults 18-64 years ~30% ~30%

Pneumococcal for persons 65+ years ~65% ~70%

Herpes Zoster for persons 60+ years ~57% ~42%



Evidence Based Interventions to 
Improve Immunization Rates



Evidenced based interventions to improve 
immunization rates
Patient reminder/recall

Education (healthcare professionals and the public)

No missed opportunities – vaccinate at all visits
•Update immunizations during sports physicals
•Update routine immunizations during flu vaccination

Give Strong Presumptive Recommendation
•Healthcare providers are still the most trusted resource
•Use a bundle recommendation: same way, same day

Secure 2nd dose visit during 1st dose appointment

Review immunization rates
•Missed opportunities report - make changes to clinic/patient flow to address barriers 

Increase access
•School-based vaccine clinic
•Acute/urgent care access
•Evening or weekend vaccine clinics

Use nurse driven protocol process
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