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Diseases We’re Protected Against



These Diseases Leave Lasting Implications 
And Not Just For The Infected Individual

Vaccinate Your Family, State of the ImmUnion 2022



Prevent Illness

Prevent Pain 
and Suffering

Prevent Time 
Away from 

Work/School

Prevent 
Hospitalization

Prevent Death

Keep us, our 
loved ones, 

and our 
communities 

safe

Vaccines



Less Hospitalization and Death – More 
Healthy People and Communities 



“Vaccines 
are victims 

of their own 
success.”

Seth Mnookin



These Diseases Exist in Other Parts of the 
World



Vaccine Hesitancy: History vs. 
Today



Vaccine Hesitancy Isn’t New



Vaccine Hesitancy isn’t New…But it is 
Easier to Share With A Lot of People



“It’s really easy to scare 
people.  

It’s really hard to unscare
them.” 

Dr. Paul Offit



Disinformation dozen
• Top 12 spreaders of anti-vaccine disinformation on social 

media
• Use social media to spread lies 
• Persuade people to pay them for false cures and 

malignant content and to turn them into disinformation 
carriers. 

• More than 59 million followers on Facebook, YouTube, 
Instagram, and Twitter

• 65% of online anti-vaccine content is attributable to 12 
anti-vaccine activists, the Disinformation Dozen

• As of 25 April 2021, 10 of the 12 anti-vax leaders remain 
on Facebook and Twitter, and nine of 12 remain on 
Instagram.

• Total following across platforms now stood at 59.2 million 
in December, an increase of 877,000 more than they had 
in June.



Joseph Mercola

Osteopath physician

Sells dietary 
supplements and 

false cures as 
alternatives to 

vaccines

Author

Rashid Buttar

Osteopath physician

Claims to be board 
certified by several 

entities,[all of which 
are listed as 

"questionable 
organizations" by 

Quackwatch 
including:

American Academy 
of Preventative 

Medicine
American Academy 

of Integrative 
Medicine

American College 
for Advancement in 

Medicine

Sayer Ji

Runs alternative 
health website –
membership fees

Co-founder of Stand 
for Health Freedom 

– hosts events

Sherri Tenpenny

Osteopath physician

Book Author

Sells supplements, 
apparel, 

memberships

National speaker

Ty & Charlene 
Bollinger

Run a network of 
accounts that 

market books and 
DVDs about 

vaccines, cancer and 
COVID-19

Robert F. Kennedy 
Jr.

Founder of 
Children's Health 

Defense

Author

Sells merchandise

Christiane Northrup

Obstetrics and 
gynecology 
physician

Author

National Speaker

Sells beauty 
products, 

supplements

Kelly Brogan

Practices  “holistic 
psychiatry”

Sells a range of 
books and courses



Dr. Rashid 
Buttar

• https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2021/10/20/doctor
-rashid-buttar-covid-disinformation-griffin-pkg-ac360-
vpx.cnn

https://www.cnn.com/videos/health/2021/10/20/doctor-rashid-buttar-covid-disinformation-griffin-pkg-ac360-vpx.cnn




It isn’t a matter of if…it is a matter 
of when……COVID-19 Pandemic



https://shotinthearm.blackvalleyfilms.com/



Immunization Rates



Children



CDC Child Vax View: Peds 7 Combined Series - 2018



Adolescents







CDC Teen Vax View: Percentage of 13-
17 Year Olds with ≥1 dose MCV4



CDC Teen Vax View: Percentage of 
13-17 Year Olds UTD with HPV



CDC Teen Vax View: Percentage 
of 13-17 Year Olds ≥ 1 dose Tdap



Adults



CDC Adult Vax View: Pneumococcal 
Vaccination Rates for Adults 65+ Years

        



CDC Adult Vax View: Pneumococcal Vaccination 
Rates for High-Risk Adults 18-64 Years



CDC Adult Vax View: Zoster Vaccination 
Rate for Adults 60+ Years



Influenza



Current 
Season 

Flu Doses 
administered 

down 10%



Vaccine Preventable Diseases 
Are Still Here



Current diseases we’re managing

Flu

COVID-19

Monkeypox

HPV

Pneumococcal

MN: Pertussis, Measles, and Chickenpox



VPD in The U.S. – Pertussis 



VPD in The U.S. - Measles

These numbers have likely went down due to the masking and social 
distancing during the COVID-19 pandemic.



VPD in The U.S. - Meningitis



VPD in The U.S. – Hepatitis A

• Per CDC:
• “When hearing about hepatitis A, many 

people think about contaminated food 
and water. However, in the United 
States, hepatitis A is more commonly 
spread from person to person.”

• Since March 2017, CDC’s Division of 
Viral Hepatitis (DVH) has been assisting 
multiple state and local health 
departments with hepatitis A outbreaks, 
spread through person-to-person 
contact.”



VPD in The U.S. - Mumps



VPD in The U.S. – Mumps cont’d



Flu and 
COVID-19 
Vaccines in 
Pregnancy



Pregnant Women 
Need to Get their Flu 
and COVID Vaccines
• Pregnant women experience changes in 
their immune system, heart, and lungs 
during pregnancy which makes them at risk 
for severe illness and complications from 
influenza and COVID-19.

• Vaccination during pregnancy builds 
antibodies that can help protect the baby. 

Protects infants until they are at least 
6 months when they can be 
vaccinated.



COVID-19 Vaccine in Pregnancy
Flu and COVID -19 vaccines are safe for 
pregnant women!

• COVID-19
• Data from safety monitoring systems have not found 

any safety concerns for people who received an 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine late in pregnancy or for 
their babies.

• Scientists have not found an increased risk for 
miscarriage among pregnant people who received 
an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine just before or during 
early pregnancy (before 20 weeks of pregnancy).

• New data show that completing a two-dose primary 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine series during pregnancy can 
help protect babies younger than 6 months old from 
hospitalization due to COVID-19. In this report, the 
majority (84%) of babies hospitalized with COVID-19 
were born to pregnant people who were not 
vaccinated during pregnancy.



Changes Coming for Medicare 
Patients



Adult vaccine coverage

• Unfortunately, there is no program like VFC 
to ensure access to all recommended 
vaccines for adults

• Some states have an un/underinsured adult 
immunization program 

• Sanford’s footprint: ND and MN
• Win: 

• January 1, 2023 - No cost sharing for 
Medicare Part D 

• No change in which vaccines are 
covered under Medicare Part B vs. D





Overcoming Barriers Through Strategies to 
Improve Immunization Rates



Why Aren’t People Getting Vaccinated?

Annual well child exams drop off at 1 year of age

Lack of knowledge that vaccines aren’t just for children

Vaccine hesitancy and misinformation

Mistrust of science and government post pandemic

Perception that vpd aren’t occurring in the U.S.



Education 

Healthcare 
Professionals

Public

No missed 
opportunities –

vaccinate at all visits

Sports Physicals

Routine Immunizations 
during flu events

Give Strong 
Presumptive 

Recommendation

Healthcare providers 
are still the most 
trusted resource

Use a bundle 
recommendation: 

same way, same day

When also 
administering other 

vaccines, sandwich the 
HPV vaccine

Patient reminder/recall Review immunization 
rates

Missed opportunities 
report - make changes 

to clinic/patient flow to 
address barriers 

Secure 2nd dose visit 
during 1st dose 

appointment

Increase access

Specialty Clinics

School-based vaccine 
clinic

Acute/urgent care 
access

Evening or weekend 
vaccine clinics

Use nurse driven 
protocol process

Evidenced Based Interventions to Improve 
Immunization Rates



How to Recommend

• Presumptive 

• Recommending the treatment, medication, 
etc. outright because we know it is in the 
best interest of the patient.

• Example: hypertension – medication

• Recommending as an assumption that the 
patient/parent will choose our 
recommendation (i.e. vaccine)

• Results in increased vaccine acceptance

• Participatory

• Recommendation to feel optional 

• Decreases the feeling of importance

• Puts decision making on 
patient/parents/guardian on what appears 
optional care

• Results in more refusals of vaccines



Providing a Strong Presumptive 
Recommendation

“Hi Aly, now that Grace is 9 she is due for 
her HPV vaccine.  The nurse will be in 
shortly to administer the vaccine.  Do 
you have any questions before I leave?”



Presumptive Recommendation

“Hi Aly, now that Grace is 10 years 
old she is due for her HPV vaccine.  
Let’s give that today and we can give 
the 2nd dose when she comes in for 
her Tdap and Meningococcal 
vaccines next year.  Do you have any 
questions before I leave?”



Participatory 
Recommendation

“Hi Aly, now that Grace has 
turned 9 years old she could 
get her HPV vaccine.  This is a 
2 dose vaccine series.  Would 
you like to start that today?”



Recommend 
Vaccines 
Presumptively
• Recommend vaccines presumptively just 
as done with other medical care

AAP Journal (Vol. 132, Pages 1037-
1046)

Participatory recommendation 
resulted in 83% of parents 
refusing vaccination in comparison 
to only 26% when using a 
presumptive recommendation.

• Patient Responses
Declining a vaccine isn’t the end of the 
conversation - Educate
Apprehension doesn’t equate to anti-
vaccine
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