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‘ VACCINE SAFETY

+ 63% of South Dakotans agree that getting a vaccine
O 6 ¢ is safer than getting sick.

VACCINE EFFECTIVENESS

« 73% of South Dakotans agree that vaccines are effective
at preventing disease.

VACCINE TRUST

» Inregards to giving them reliable information about
vaccines, 73% of South Dakotans trust their doctor,
35% trust their friends and family, and 55% trust
government organizations, such as the Centers for

Exe C utive S U m m a ry Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) or the

South Dakota Department of Health.

VACCINE LEGISLATION
This document outlines research conducted by « 37% of South Dakotans would support legislation
HenkinSchultz on behalf of Immunize South Dakota. that would loosen vaccine requirements. 38% would not.
Individuals currently residing in the state of South
Dakota were surveyed in order to gather their
perspectives and opinions of routine vaccinations as a
safe and effective means of preventative medicine —
as well as their expectations of vaccination policies
within primary education systems.

Strongly Agree, 12% Strongly Disagree, 17%

Agree, 25%

Disagree, 21%

Not Sure, 25%



Executive Summary

RESULTS

After reviewing the results of the survey, South Dakotans were
found to be generally trustworthy of vaccinations. For the
majority of those surveyed, the value in receiving a vaccination
outweighed the alternative of getting sick. They believe their
most reliable source for vaccination information is their primary
care physician, and they are more skeptical about information
received from friends and family. In general, South Dakotans also
see vaccinations as a necessary form of protection for children
in school systems, with respect to special exemptions. They
also believe that student population vaccination data should be
collected, but, ideally, not disclosed to the general public.

Several segments of respondents deviated from the overall
sample. Those who indicated they do not have any children
under the age of 18 agreed more conclusively that vaccines
are effective and provide more value than not receiving one.
Furthermore, this type of respondent also showed to be more
in favor of vaccinations for children in school systems and
vaccination data collection.

Respondents representing minority ethnicity groups were
more likely to be unsure throughout the survey, showing less
conclusive tendencies than the statewide sample or the other
analyzed segments. Other response segments such as age,
gender, location, level of education, and financial stability
showed less variation from the overall sample.




Research
Methodology

Response
Demographics

This survey was conducted from November 8th,
2021 through November 19th, 2021 and consisted
of 23 questions. During this time period, 390
total responses were collected, with 389 survey
completions being recorded. This data was then
analyzed and reviewed to understand how South
Dakotans, and specific sample segments, view
routine vaccinations.

The survey sample was a diverse population in terms
of age, gender, race/ethnicity, location, parental status,
level of education, and financial security. The most
common respondent had the following characteristics:
female, living in a rural location, 18-29 years of age,
Caucasian, without children, with a high school level of
education, living independently, and financially stable.



Response Demographics

RESULTS

The average respondent’s views towards vaccines were
favorable for overall effectiveness and safety. They are most
likely to believe their doctor about vaccine information, rather
than a governmental organization or their peers. In terms of
policies regarding vaccinations, the average respondent is
significantly in favor of vaccinating children who are attending
school. However, they also support special exemptions for
vaccinations, for both religious and non-religious reasons.
And finally, the average respondent supports the collection of
student vaccination data, but is not overly convinced whether or
not the information should be disclosed to the public.

SAMPLE POPULATION

« 390 total respondents
« 389 total survey completions

e 70% Female
« 28% Male
+ 2% Non-Binary

« 51% Rural Respondents
«  49% Metro Respondents



Do you Currently Reside in Sioux Falls or Rapid City? Please select your gender.

2%
28%
= No = Female
49% 51 % Yes Male
= Non-binary
Please select your age group Please select your race.
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

White

= 18 - 29 years Latinx or Hispanic

30 - 39 years Asian

American Indian or Alaska Native

Black or African Amercian

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
Other

Unknown

24% Prefer Not To Say

=140 - 49 years
50 - 59 years
m60 - 65 years




Do you have children under the age of 18?

m No
56% Yes

44%

Which of the following best describes your current
living situation?

100%
75% 63%
0y
50% 29%
0y
25% 7% 1% 1%
0% |
Live in my Live ina Temporarily Temporarily Decline to
own home rented home staying with staying in a state
(house, (house, relative or shelter or
apartment, apartment, friend homeless

condo, trailer, condo, trailer,
etc.) etc.)

What is the highest level of education you have completed?

100%
31%
25% 19%
5% 0
0% | . ! /0
Less than High school 2-year 4-year  Prefer not to
high school graduate or  degree degree say

GED

Do you currently struggle financially with housing, food, childcare,

transportation, or healthcare?

4%

= No
55% Yes

= Prefer not to say

41%




Findings by
Question

0000C

The remaining questions of the survey draw
information about the respondents’ views towards
routine vaccinations. When tabulating the final
results from each respondent, several segments
showed variation from the overall sample. For each
question, these segments are displayed alongside
the entire sample in order to compare their
differences from the overall survey population.

These questions were structured using a Likert

scale. For statistical analysis, responses indicated

as “Strongly disagree” were given a score of 1,
“Disagree” were scored a 2, “Not sure” were scored
a 3, “Agree” were scored a 4, and “Strongly agree”
were scored a 5. This measurement system allows for
each question to be aggregated and represented in
numerical terms. Questions with higher overall scores
indicate that the sample agreed with the statement,
and questions with lower overall scores indicate that
the sample disagreed with the statement.



| believe illnesses prevented by vaccines are severe.

Mean: 3.81
Median: 4.00
Mode: 4.00 All Responses
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1 2 3 4 5
Getting a vaccine is safer than getting sick.
Mean: 3.77
Median: 4.00
Mode: 5.00 All Responses
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13%
3%
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Strongly Disagree Notsure Agree Strongly
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1 2 3 4 5
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Disagree Agree
1 2 3 4 5

100%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

2%

Strongly Disagree Not sure

Disagree
1

With Children
379
32% %
6%
Agree
2 3 4

22%

Strongly
Agree

5



The benefits outweigh the risks of vaccination.

Mean: 3.64
Median: 4.00
Mode: 5.00 All Responses With Children
100% 100%
50% 50%
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My concern about vaccine side effects has prevented me from getting at least one vaccine.

Mean: 2.69
Median: 2.00
Mode: 1.00 All Responses Minority
100% 100%
50% 50%
0,
40% 40% o
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Vaccines are effective at preventing disease.

Mean: 3.91

Median: 4.00

Mode: 4.00 All Responses Without Children
100% 100%
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| trust my doctor to give me reliable information about vaccines.

Mean: 3.96

Median: 4.00

Mode: 4.00 All Responses Minority Without Children
100% 100% 100%
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20% 18% 20% 15% 20% 16%

10% 3% 6% I 0% 3% 10% 39 3% I

Strongly Disagree Notsure Agree Strongly Strongly Disagree Notsure Agree Strongly Strongly Disagree Notsure Agree
Disagree Agree Disagree Agree Disagree
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4

42%

Strongly
Agree

5
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| trust my friends and family to give me reliable information about vaccines.

Mean: 3.06
Median: 3.00
Mode: 3.00 All Responses Minority
100% 100%
50% 50%
40% 34% 40% 34% 32%
30% 23% 27% 30%
o, o o 18%
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0,
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| trust government organizations, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) or the
South Dakota Department of Health, to give me reliable information about vaccines.

Mean: 3.40

Median: 4.00

Mode: 4.00 All Responses Minority Without Children
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Strongly
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Children attending school should be vaccinated.

Mean: 3.59
Median: 4.00
Mode: 5.00 All Responses Minority
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If school children are not vaccinated, that puts their health at risk.

Mean: 3.66
Median: 4.00
Mode: 5.00 All Responses With Children
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| support personal (non-religious) exemptions to vaccination requirements in school settings.

Mean: 3.08
Median: 3.00
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| support religious exemptions to vaccines in school settings.

Mean: 3.27
Median: 3.00
Mode: 4.00 All Responses
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| support legislation that would loosen vaccine requirements.

Mean: 2.94
Median: 3.00
Mode: 4.00 All Responses Metro Without Children
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| support requiring schools to collect and maintain information regarding students’ vaccination status.
Mean: 3.53
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Mean: 3.00
Median: 3.00
Mode: 4.00 All Responses
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| support the disclosure of school-wide vaccination data to the public.

Males
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I 16% 19% I
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Thank You



Immunize South Dakota is a dedicated network of community
partners working together to increase immunization rates and
prevent disease through education and outreach. The coalition
comprises health care professionals, advocates, scientists,
parents, community members, and others interested in improving
vaccination rates and health outcomes in South Dakota. Coalition
members are committed to advocating, educating, and delivering
services to increase immunization rates for all age levels and to
serving as an essential source of immunization information for
health care professionals and their patients.



